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With construction of the Central Corridor light-rail 
line scheduled to get under way in March along a 
broad section of University Avenue in St. Paul, 
there's one thing business owners along the route 
are being urged to scope out in advance. 

And that's a good lawyer. 

Diane Dube, an adjunct professor at William Mitchell 
College of Law, spent last week training four 
attorneys interested in working with University 
Avenue businesses on concerns related to light-rail 
construction. 

"We had a really good program," Dube said. "We had 
a small turnout. But we think, as (construction) gets 
closer, more and more attorneys are going to want 
to be part of this." 

The questions they're being prepped for run the 
gamut. Can shopkeepers renegotiate their leases? If 

they prefer to move, can they break their leases? 

"What are your rights if your foundation cracks, if 
your plate-glass window cracks, if people can't get 
into your front door?" asks Linda Winsor, executive 
director of the University Avenue Business Association. 

Dube, the director of the William Mitchell 
Community Development Clinic, is working with the 
association to make student lawyers, legal 
volunteers and private attorneys available to shop 
owners. 

The William Mitchell students and faculty are 
offering basic legal information at no cost. The 12 
private attorneys are donating two hours of more 
intensive legal counseling and offering an 
additional three hours at $100 per hour. 

Organizers say many questions — such as understanding the fine 
print in a lease — can probably be taken care of in 
one sitting. 

Dube believes last week's legal training session will 
come in handy Oct. 28, when the business 
association hosts one-on-one business and legal 
consultations at Lifetrack Resources in St. Paul. 

Advocates for the University Avenue business 
community say they've been sobered by the 
experience of Lowertown businesses, several of 
which claim to have lost 30 percent to 60 percent of 
their revenue since major work began on utility 
relocation along the downtown rail route. 

Between construction and the recession, many say 
they've been caught off guard. 

"They really had no idea the kind of impact it would 
have on their business," Winsor said. 

The association's board members say that while a 
variety of financial resources and consulting 
services are available to small businesses, it's been 
a challenge getting the word out.

"We have customers and business owners who still don't realize they're going to start digging here next spring," said Mike Baca, part owner of Impressive Print, a University Avenue print shop. 

Through the business association, Robert Routhieaux, associate professor of management at Hamline University's School of Business, has been trying to help shops likely to be affected by rail construction prepare financially. 

Among the financial services available, the city is working with the Central Corridor Funders Collaborative to make zero-interest loans available to those who qualify. In June, the city's Housing and Redevelopment Authority announced that 24 businesses were receiving forgivable loans to improve off-street parking. 

The 11-mile Central Corridor will connect downtown St. Paul to downtown Minneapolis along University and Washington avenues in 2014. 
Construction on the first University Avenue leg, from Emerald Street to Hamline Avenue, will take place from March 2011 to November 2011. 

Work on a second University Avenue leg, from Hamline Avenue to Robert Street, will take place from March 2012 to November 2012. 
Frederick Melo can be reached at 651-228-2172. 
FYI 

The University Avenue Business Association and the Asian Economic Development Association will host one-on-one consultations for small businesses Oct. 28. The consultations will be from 2 to 6 p.m. at Lifetrack Resources, 709 W. University Ave., St. Paul, with 20-minute presentations at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m. For more information, call 651-647-2276 or go to universityavenuebiz.com. 

CENTRAL CORRIDOR ONLINE 

Metropolitan Council: metrocouncil.org/transportation/ccorridor/centralcorridor.asp 

St. Paul: stpaul.gov/index.aspx?nid=85 

University Avenue Business Association: universityavenuebiz.com 

