University Avenue Business Association

______________________________________________________

1954 University Avenue, Suite 1, St. Paul, MN 55104

March 4th, 2009

To:  Saint Paul City Council Members

The University Avenue Business Association (UABA) is comprised of over one hundred businesses along University Avenue, some of whom have been on this corridor for generations. We are writing to express our deepest disappointment and displeasure at the baseline streetscape plans currently being proposed in conjunction with the LRT project. Over the past several years this project has been sold on the basis of a façade-to-façade rehabilitation, which was warranted because of the lack of infrastructure improvements for decades in anticipation of the LRT project. To now say that such improvements as high quality street and sidewalk paving, upgraded lighting, street furniture, trees, and landscape plantings are not in the plan is an extreme disservice to the hundreds of small businesses who have contributed so much to this city in terms of tax base, employment, and quality of life. We are now bracing for the disruptions caused by the construction of this line that will last several years. At the very least, we expect that at the end of the project we will have the high quality improvements that have been promised to us over the years.

UABA requests that the Met Council and the City of Saint Paul rethink the design of University Avenue and return to the improvement schedule that was originally presented. We request an opportunity to meet with you and present our concerns in more detail.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely yours,

Jack McCann

UABA Chair

University Avenue Business Association Mission Statement 
Our mission is to ensure that a viable and diverse business environment is sustained and enhanced on University Avenue.  We are dedicated to the development of a strong collaborative relationship among the business community, residential community, local government, and the people we serve.

www.universityavenuebiz.com
Cc:  Met Council & Nancy Homans

