Lowertown bar closing, blames light rail construction
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St. Paul nightclub Rumours & Innuendo announced it will be closing effective Saturday, October 30, 2010 after the Lowertown Entertainment District "Boo's Crawl". Nightclub owners say it's closing because of the downturn in business due to light rail construction. (Pioneer Press: Jason A. Cook) 




Ranya Simpson, left, and Sawuan Green chat with friends over cocktails at Innuendo June 29, 2007. (Pioneer Press: Brandi Jade Thomas, file)

The Lowertown bar and dance club Rumours and Innuendo will close for good on Saturday, said co-owner Sean Fetterman, who blames light rail construction that has complicated street and pedestrian access since January. 

Fetterman and his partner opened the gay-friendly business at 213 East 4th St., the site of a former coffeehouse, four years ago. He said work on the Central Corridor Light Rail project — which will eventually connect downtown Minneapolis to downtown St. Paul — has driven away customers. He says he'd once been told major construction in front of the business would be done by August. It wasn't. 

"They're using the front, in front of our place, as a staging area for pipes, equipment, now trucks," Fetterman said. "They're just continuing to block any kind of way for people to get in." 

Fetterman posted the closing announcement on the bar's Web site, www.rumours-innuendo.com. He said there are no immediate plans to reopen at that or another location. "We would like to but probably not in the near future," Fetterman said. "I need some time." 

Rumours and Innuendo will remain open through the Lowertown "Boo's Crawl" on Saturday.


